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the debt limit to be increased without
the minority party providing any of
the votes needed to do so.

So if Republicans want to abscond
from their responsibilities, not vote to
pay the debt they incurred, so be it.
That is a bad thing. It is a bad prece-
dent. But this is the way out. It is a
way out. It is a straightforward propo-
sition: If Republicans really want to
see the debt ceiling raised without pro-
viding a single vote, I am prepared to
hold that vote. I can’t imagine the Re-
publican leader would object to his own
request—his own request.

DEBT LIMIT

Now, taking a step back, Mr. Presi-
dent, we need to remember we didn’t
need to be in this position at all. We
could have been well on our way to re-
solving these avoidable crises last
night. The debt ceiling has been raised
80 times over the past 60 years under
both Democratic and Republican Presi-
dents, under both unified and divided
government.

Ten years ago, Republican opposition
to extending the debt ceiling was con-
sidered a fringe, a radical idea. The Re-
publican Speaker at the time called
the notion of holding the debt ceiling
hostage to political ends ‘‘insanity.”

The Republican leader himself 2
years ago said we needed to raise the
debt ceiling because ‘‘America can’t
default,” otherwise that would be a dis-
aster. His words.

Well, after last night, it is clear ‘‘in-
sanity” and ‘‘disaster” are now the Re-
publican Party line, and it is endan-
gering the very bedrock upon which
both our economic viability and finan-
cial credibility stand.

I hope that our Republican col-
leagues can walk us back from the
ledge in a few hours, but it is a sad
state of affairs to see one of America’s
two major political parties so casually,
so gleefully playing with the liveli-
hoods of tens of millions of Americans,
all for basically a cheap political goal.

Democrats, meanwhile, are not going
to abscond from these core responsibil-
ities. Keeping the government open and
preventing default is vital to our coun-
try’s future, and Democrats are going
to make sure we do not lapse on either,
in spite of the dangerous path Repub-
licans have chosen to take us on.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Illinois.

BUDGET

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I am
glad that the Democratic leader came
to the floor after the Republican lead-
er. He certainly clarified some of the
statements that were made by Senator
McCONNELL and brought a dose of re-
ality into the picture. I listened care-
fully to Senator MCCONNELL’S speech,
and I was waiting for one word. I knew
he would say it at some point, and yet
I don’t think he did. I might have
missed it, but I don’t think he ever
used the word ‘‘filibuster’—*‘fili-
buster,” the requirement of 60 votes to
proceed with the business of the Sen-
ate.
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The reason why that is essential is
the Democrats are prepared to accept
the responsibility of funding the gov-
ernment and dealing with our national
debt, acknowledging our debt ceiling.
And if the Republicans don’t care to be
part of that conversation—or to engage
in it, that is their wish—that is what
they can have. But Senator MCCONNELL
has put in a filibuster, a requirement of
60 votes, which makes it literally im-
possible for the Democrats on their
own to accept their responsibility. He
didn’t mention that the entire time.

I think we have reached a new low
point in the U.S. Senate, where the Re-
publican leader and his followers, to a
person, are prepared to jeopardize the
economy of the United States for pure-
ly political reasons. We know that this
filibuster means we need Republican
votes to move this measure. And he has
made it quite clear that he won’t give
those votes, at least as of yesterday. I
can only hope that Republican Sen-
ators going home, maybe this weekend,
hearing from their constituents and
businesses, will have second thoughts
about this and accept that bipartisan
responsibility that we all face.

There is a second you had to listen
very carefully to catch with Senator
MCCONNELL’S opening statement. He
went on to say at great length that the
last time we passed a debt ceiling ex-
tension was in August. And, he said, in-
cidentally, all the spending leading up
to August was covered by that debt
ceiling. Well, that may have been true.
What did he fail to tell us? There was
another bill that he voted for, Trump
supported, the Republicans supported,
and the Democrats voted for, too, in
December for $900 billion in spending.
That wasn’t covered by the earlier Au-
gust debt ceiling. He knows that. So to
say all the debt of the Trump adminis-
tration has been taken care of just
isn’t the fact. And I am glad we have a
chance to clarify that.

He seems to think that we are going
to ““hurt families and help China’’ if we
press forward with the reconciliation
bill. Does it hurt families to find an af-
fordable way to have quality daycare
for their kids? I don’t think so. Does it
hurt families when children get a
chance for pre-K education so they are
ready for school when the day comes?
Does it hurt families when we extend
education from K-12 to K-14 and say to
our community colleges, We are going
to give you a mission: Prepare the
workforce for the 21st century? Give
these Americans the skills they need
for a good paycheck and a home and a
family and a future.

According to the Senator from Ken-
tucky, that hurts American families. I
think he is just flatout wrong. It helps
them in critical ways. It really ad-
dresses expenses and challenges they
face and need a helping hand to suc-
ceed.

And in terms of helping China, a
competitive American workforce, in-
vestment in research and innovation
does not help China. If we invest in this
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country, in its people and its ideas, we
have always succeeded and led the
world.

So 1 disagree with the Senator from
Kentucky completely. His approach—
tax breaks for the wealthiest Ameri-
cans, corporations that, frankly, can
escape any tax liability—hasn’t
worked. And it won’t work. It is fun-
damentally unfair, and it fails to in-
vest in the people that need it the
most: working families, middle-income
families, children and their future.

(Mr. PADILLA assumed the Chair.)

IMMIGRATION
Mr. President, coincidentally, last
Friday, you and I made a trip to Chi-
cago.

Senator PADILLA, as chairman of the
Immigration Subcommittee of Judici-
ary, joined me in visiting one of the
most amazing neighborhoods in the
city. We spent the day in Little Vil-
lage, a neighborhood in the southwest
part of the city known as the ‘“‘Mexican
Capital of the Midwest.

During our visit, we walked down
26th Street, the commercial heart of
Little Village. It is lined with more
than 100 family-owned shops and res-
taurants. People travel from all over
the country to try their homemade
tamales, stop for their quinceanera
dresses, and experience a little slice of
Mexico right here in America.

Families who own the businesses on
26th Street are proof that the Amer-
ican dream is alive and well.

Remember La Chiquita Grocery? I
think that the founder—I guess it was
almost 35 years ago—took the venture
of opening a grocery store and now has
seven or eight of them in the region.
And they are so proud of their anchor
store that we were guests in, to show
us all the things available to folks in
the neighborhood.

Whether these folks arrived in our
country a few years ago or a few gen-
erations ago, these families contribute
to the economic vitality of the city of
Chicago every day. Little Village, that
we visited, is a major economic engine
in Chicago. That 2-mile stretch of 26th
Street is the second highest grossing
shopping district in all of Chicago. And
those family-run businesses generate
nearly $1 billion in sales each year.

Bilingual communities like Little
Village make America richer and
stronger, culturally and economically.
They are living proof that immigrants
are still an essential part of America’s
future. And there are millions of people
who have been contributing to our
economy and our communities for
years. But they have been left behind
by our broken immigration system.

That is exactly what the Presiding
Officer and I, along with many of our
colleagues in the Democratic caucus—
that is exactly what we are trying to
include as an immigration reform in
the Build Back Better package that
will come before the Senate in the
coming days.

Let me tell you about one of these
immigrants that we are focused on.
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